PREFACE
IN The Sovereignty of the British Dominions I examined
as it stood in 1929 the position of the British Dominions
internationally and constitutionally under the terms
of the Imperial Conference Resolutions of 1926, and
indicated the matters in which they still fell short of
full external and internal sovereign authority. The
questions involved in their constitutional aspect were
shortly afterwards made the subject of investigation
by experts at the Conference of 1929, and their
.deliberations were accorded, with minor changes,
approval by the Imperial Conference of 1930. The
Statute of Westminster, drafted to give effect to the
changes in the constitution of the Empire held
desirable, was approved by all the Dominion Parlia-
ments and enacted on December 11, 1931, by the
Parliament of the United Kingdom. In the same year,
without ostentation and without any communication
to that Parliament, vital changes were effected in the
mode of conducting the foreign affairs of the Irish Free
State, which established the external sovereignty of
that State on an assured footing by the total elimina-
tion of the British Government as an intermediary
between the State Government and the King.
Those two events render it desirable to attempt to